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Under the Immrgranon and Nationaljty Act . Amendments of 1976

whenever the 20,000 immigrant visa number maximum limitation is reached in
- anfy fiscal year for any country, @ new systéem of visa allocation for the next
fiscal year-will takeé -effect.

. This simply means'in the case of the Phr]rppmes, for example that effective
October I, 1977, visa numbers will no longer be available only for the first,
second and third preferénce ca!egorres as is presently the case, but also to the
other préferenices; namely, fourth; fifth, sixth, seventh, and even possxbly the
non-preference category.

Under ‘the- present law, each country of the Easlern Hemrsphere (which
includes the Philippines) has the posSlblll[)’ of receiving a maximum of 20,000
visa numbers per year. It is further -provided that the total visa numbers
allocated for all countries of the Eastern Hemisphere shall not exceed 170,000
per year witha quarterly limit of 45,000 or about 15,000 a month. It should be
noted; at the outset, that visa numbers for each country are allocated in
aecordance with certain maximum' peércentages for the various preference
categories, These percentage limitations for each preference cdtegory are

‘based ‘on the 170,000 maximum limitaiion for the Eastern Hemisphere and
120,000 :for the Western Hemisphere:

Before we explain the operation of the percentage limitations for Eastern
Hemisphere - countries. like the Philippines, let us look at the various
preference categories: and how many visa numbers are available to each.

First Preference: Unmarried sons. or daughters of U.S. citizens over 2}
years of age are entitled to a maximum of 20% of 170,000 or 34,000.

Second Preference: ‘Spouses and unmarried sons and daughters. of aliens
lawfully admitted to permanent residence are entitled to a maximum of 20%
of the 170,000 or 34,000 visa humbers, plus any visa numbers not required by
the. first preference.

Third Preference: Members of the professions or persons of excepnonal
ability in the arts or sciences are allowed 10% of the 170,000 or 17,000 visa

numbers. .

Fourth Preference: Married sons or daughters of U.S. citizens are entitled -

o a maximum of 10% or 17,000 visa numbers, plus any numbers not required

the first four preferences

* least $40,000 in an, ‘American-business (and meet certain ¢

. 34,000

by the first: three preferences
Fifth Preference: Brothers and sisters of u. S 'cmzens dre entitled to a
maximum of 24%:or 40,800 visa numbers, .plus any nnmbers not requrred by

Six Preference:- Skilled - and unskllled workers; not fa temporary or
seasonal riatute for which a shortage. of employable and willing’ persons exists,
in the Uiited States are entitled to a maximum of li)% or17; OOO visa

numbers,.
Seventh Preference Refugees are allowed a maxrmum of 6% OF 10 200 visa

‘numbérs.
Non-Preference: Whatever visa numbers-are:not requ ed under the first
through seventh preference are-made available to other §iialified immigrants
under-this category: Thig category can be used by alie ho have Obtained
labor certifications, those who wish {0 retire here, those o have invested at
er-requirements),
and thosé who otherwrse do ot intend-to be gamfully mployed: here.
The above enumerationis a répresentation. of what may be described as the
“potential distribution” of the 170,000 immigrant visa‘ numbers available. It
is characterized as potential because the actual dlstrlbunm does Tiot precrsely
reflect the percentages indicated, although the limit is alw,rysadhered to. For
instance, let us contrast the total potential distribution’ 6F the-170, OOO visa
numbers worldwide (Flgure l) to the actual dlstrlbunon for flscal year 1975
(Figure 2); - .
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