December 17-23, 1976

| éQuestions and answers "

Q l came here asa tourlst but 1 )
changed my-status in- 1975 to H-1-

‘When a hospltal sponsored me for
“training >in. " Internal Medrcme
‘When [ finish my training in- ‘June

.1978 what options, if any, will- be"
open to me to be able to continue - -
staying here and work? My third =~
preference petmons was approved
in November 1975 and my. son;

_citizen. four :

“was bom a Uis:
: months ago .
AL If you “are

Phlllppmes and have ‘no relatlves
h e your only. optlon. it seems,' -
(on the basis of the 'information - *
you provrde) would be:to continue -
on'an H=1. vrsa ‘with. your present‘

hospltal or another

about FMGs with- approved third
or' sixth preference petitions. who

from the‘ .

“ may never get the1r ‘green ‘cards
+-because they haven’t passed Parts
~L.and 1l of the NBME ‘exam;, If

such is the: ‘case,-is it not: useless to

- fileathird preference petmon this
. tlme

“'A. No. The p055|b|||ty is strong

; lhat the FLEX may be consrdered
“ as equivalent of the NBME exam.
.~ Hence it is
‘advanlage "o, :have “a - ‘third
- preference: petmon filed before
~-the new law makes ‘it exlremely
drfflcult for you lo do |l

always

Q.. My petmon for thrrd

preference ‘was -approved July

1970 based on my profession, 1f T

o do not get my green card by July
3 - +1977; will “that “qualify me for

Q You 1€ ently wrote an artrcle: B

~ that I'shall have stayed in the . S

.' for seven years" S

immigrant status based on the fact

A. Not necessanly Alléhs who

" status.

_have been. in. the S, “for even’
- years contmuously can apply
- suspension. of deportation.. Th
.. application,; “however, ‘must’’ “be

made at adeportation: Broceedmg

R To have the app||cat|on approved
<., you. must convmee the - immi-

gratlon judge that_you, or your

: permanent resident or U.S. citizen
“wifeand/or childiéh would suffer
i excepllonal hardshlp if you had te

teturn home, “This is not easy- to

~-prove (and economic hardship ‘is
< “not enough); If your application is
denied yot will be forced to return

home. If approved you must’ walt

" an additional two years until you

are granted permanent. re5|dent

Q. Wh Hexactly is the deadlme
for “filing - _third * preference -pe-

lo “your.

titions of FMGs in order that the
new, law (FMG provrsrons) wrll
not be applrcable" k

A. FMGs: must file: before
January 1, 1977, " have  their
petitions -, .;approved before
January 9,.1977. and file appli-
cation -for adjuslmenl of status
before Janiiary:9,.1977 (which .is

not possible -for Filipinos) and
also, if ‘on exchange visitor visas;
be granted waivers of the fwo-year
foreign residence requlrement by
lNS ‘before -January 10, 1977 in
order that the stricter . provisions
of ‘the new . faw wdl not . be
appllcable ; -

Q. 1973 1 became .a
crewrnernber ofa Norwegian ship
by using the name of my brother.
Upon- arriving in. New York ' in
Noveinber that “year - 1  jumped
ship: Thereafter 1 applied for a SS
number and got it under my true
name. 1 am now happrly married
‘to-a permanent resident: and my
‘wife (mcxdentally, she now ‘quali-
fies for U:S: crtlzenshrp) wants me
to apply for a green-card. Wha't is
the procedure?

A. Your wife must file a Form
1-130 petition ‘for 'you. Once that
‘is approved you must apply for an
immigrantvisa at an American
Consulate abroad (either Montre-
al, Canada or.Manila (If you are a
Filipino) since ship jumpers are
ineligible to adjust status here to.
ipermanent _resident. . INS  will
:probably allow you to remain here
until you : are -invited to the
American’ Consulate to obtam
your lmmlgrant visa.




