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IMMIGRATION

Relatlve preferences eleared up

By ‘REUBEN S SEGURITAN

Because of the contlnued
emphasrs on family reun1f1-~
‘cation and the. consequent -
drrftmg away -from - gkills .

and trarnmg as the under:

lying  philosophy “of : the
1mm1gratron selectlon;
'system, it is necessary to:-
clear up the confusion that.
has surrounded’ the. relatrve ;
preferences as laid down in.
Immrgratron :

the US
scheme g

+The 1977+ amendmentsi
drd not strike ‘any . major.
alteration in “the existing
preferences as was done in:
professronalsf
were moved down from. .
first préference to the third-
and sixth preferences: One
far-reaching
impact on ‘the pattern of;
1mm1gratron however, was’ .

1952 when

change of.

devrsed whrch would'as i1

all- the preferences f

trrst to seventh

: preferences
_ second, ‘fourth “and - fifth:

~and daughters .of
~citizens; - i
 Fifth— Brothers and
“sisters of US Citizens. =
preference
-applies. only to adult, un-’

-married children -of “US

,‘ “ence,
. ~iclassification.”

*._ under the:first preference
the  ‘marriage . that  created
~the.status took ‘place whe ‘
“under 18,

namely, first,

Brlefly, they are def1ned as

follows: -
©First Preference—Un-;,j',fQ,
‘marrled sons and daughters{",
of US citizens;

“Second— Spouses
unmarrled 'SOns.;,

The first .

citizens.: Mmor, unmarrred

and :
and
- daughters of resident. ahens i
Fourth—Married sons
US"

~ becomes a '

~“is abroad  may’

: 'res1dent

Adopted chlldren are, notj

*included unless, they goali- "
fied -as “‘children’’ .at. the - -

fi ,quahfred if they-were under‘
18 at”
3 =J'~:marr1age

time of the adoptlon
Un d'e SRE
ence,.

: marrred chlldren;u are not .

mcluded ‘but they _may.

dent spouse. or _parent: who
~.confer
second preference benefrts-"

. if he'hasnot abandoned his

and he continues to mains
tain his’ status as.a lawful

children do not- fall ‘under: -

this category ‘because ‘they
. are entlt{ed to ,
status:“This means'that said =
“‘minor children are admrtted
Lds 1mmtgrants wrthout any,

restriction-as to- quota “On

‘the. other _hand, marrled’,,'_
““children:of US citizens fall
under the . fourth prefer-
lower;r

obvrously a

~Stepchildren are rncluded

they ‘ were

: resrdence,

‘exempt .- i

mation occurred. Also in-

;,_cluded are adopted chrldren;
Cif they ’
. “children’’ -at the time of

quahfred

the: adoptron"provrded theyf

. and, thereafter

e preference category,
‘recent.
‘imposed an age limitation,
21, to ‘the US citizen who
"—,g»can confer fifth: preference

parent
en A resic o

sisters.
permanent “resident * status ~half" ‘brothers
. SISLErS: Illegrumate children
; rhkewrse quahfy unless the

only common; parent is: the

of their ages: when legm-

"f‘had‘ ’resiyded with the adop-
“tive parents for two years.

Likewise, :stepchildren - arg
the time:- of the
creatmg the
relatronshrp S e

~“With' regard to the " frfth
the
amendments

status to his brothers and
The - term include
-and  half

't

‘;classrflcatron, if vrsas are
“not: otherwise. nnmedrately
available. i





