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- UPDATING IMMIGRATION

Whrle -the' srxth , preference

route to:an 1mm1gram visa has . -
been opened since: "October,.
skt]]ed ‘and

1977 .to :both

unskilled . werkers:“ia *'short. -

supply - in ‘ the - United. States,",

thus affordmg ‘qualified aliens:

to “obtain ™ their ‘green-cards.
trme it
h:as been pracucally closed to; ~

within a short:period

medical doctors,”
“This* unfalr s'tua

created By th anti-F

Medical ,Graduates (FMG Iaw

that took effect on January 10,

1977 “Under -that legislation;
foreign- medrcal graduates are
required” t “\pass

condition -for “obtaining “an

mmmigrantvisa and: for admis-

sion into the Umted States.:

Reacting * to” critici ms, the', )
,subsequently :
modified “the requirement by

US :Congress:

exemptmg from-the, VQE ‘any

foreign. ‘medical graduate who *

(1)on: January 9:°1977 ‘was a

doctor of - medlcme fully: and

permanent[y hcensed
practice medlcme mna state: (2)
held -on. that date -a: valid*

specralty certtfrcate 1ssued bya:

constituent. . board:, the .

Amertcan Board of Medlcal_

Spec1a1t1es, and (3) WAs on that

date;- practrsmg medrcme in -

that state. "~

Also exempted ;were' physi--
cians of -‘‘national -or -inter-

national renown’’ and.gradu- .
ates - of - ‘medical k
.accredited by-a body approved

,,?’:fi_f,octors}_can t
;;ﬁflle for snrth o
eference Vlsas

RE 'Bms SEGURITAN

',-spectalty certlflcate

“the. Vrsa_'“.':
Ouaglifying ‘Exam (VQE):as a

- exempted-
" ECFMG ruled that there’is no

“schools &

by the Commrssroner of Edu-‘;; ‘

catton

tion: of

a specialty certrflcate anytrme
after” January 9, 1977 he
“would still be. requrred to take
- the VQE.:And even if he gota
~ON - 0r
- before January 9,71977; but
had ‘not -yet. ‘been fully’ and
permanently :licensed to
-practice- medicine,; he would
not be -exempted...

The second exempted
_ category also, "did. not: help

«-much. because there was no

deﬁmtron “given to the. term
natlonal ~Or". “international
renown ‘As . to the third
category, ' the

‘accredited medical: school in
the Phll}pplnes :

- As-the'law’
physxcrans who have passed the

'VQE ‘“or ‘who are;; xempted'
~from- the VQE as: drscussed‘
3 above are allowed ‘10 flle a

srxth prefer:ence visa: petmon

Why: should an' FMG who

has not passed the VQE or'who
isnot exempted from the’VQE
be barred from applymg for
‘labor: certrfrcatron ‘in’connec-
tion” with ‘& srxth preference
“Visa. petmon" The -law - ‘states
that the' VQE is only. requtred
~as a condition’ for obtaining a

b ‘v1sa and for admrssron into’ the

Both
‘examination and the obtaumng-,‘ :
“ of a labor "certification  are =
“ statutory conditions precedent
-for the receipt of isas by,.and
for the admtssro .‘of ‘certain-

The' aforementloned relaxa- _
the law drd not‘,
however, afford much rellef to
‘the"alien doctors Under the
f1rst exempted category, for.
instance, if the doctor obtarned~"-"

oW stands only ‘

that the labor certrflcatron and-
“the passage. of an: approprtate_;
. examination: -are - 50/~ .closely. -+
related as ito; warrant ‘their-:
. INerger - m the admlmstratron

process.

It cited the followmg reasonsf;
to-support.-its contentron (1) .-
of “the .
vl repealed oruntila propcr ‘court

“the: passage

. unnecessarily burden

S July 11,

quested and (3) The pro-
cessing : of - labor cemﬁcatlon
applications on: behalf ‘6f such

“* medical personnel ‘who : are
subsequently unable to ‘pass’

the necessary examrnatlon will
the

‘administrative: process. = <
Until * the VQE iaw is
or,ds,thc Labor regulations of
1977, physrcrans will
continue 10 be. the victims ‘of

“discrimination. = "



