“thal a move was
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shouli_ 1 be hbera]ly_}

The pew law thal grants xpecial
immigrant watus 1o qualified
“alien phyvsicians wax intended to
Cremedy the plight of thoe who
chave heen in the United States
'pra('li«'ing medicine for several
iyrars. but could a0t oblaia
- permanent resident stgtus’ bécause
s of their inability 10 comply with
the requirements  of the visa
qualifving  examination, in
addition 10 the anavaijlabitine of
yika numbers, [t wan elear from
“the  congressional record  that,
;inasmuch as these plivsicians had
been rendering  health eare
Sserviees for some  lime, they
deserved 10 become  permanent

“residents immediately,

There war one provision of ihe

Immigration and Nutionality Avi,
“however, that frustratesd- this new
Tintent of the US Congrens, 1t
“required then o depart from the

United States 10 reside aml be

phyrically present in the country
of their nationality or lust

revidence for an aggregale of at
Neast iwo vear, Thix is known as
- the Awo vear forrign nesidence
) reyuintmept.

Not all of these phvriciaus are
suhject o the sequivement but a
sgreat pumber of those who
S obtained their J visax after May

25, 1972 are. It wax appare nily
* hecause of  this nlumhlm;. block
itialedd within
the Immigration and
Natucalization' Service for a
blanket waiver of the requirement,

bojust dearned  that dw US
“Anternational; Communication
. Ageney (USICA) has apposed thix
mave aml chapers, are that there
hlll he no I:Lmlwl ;

umlcr lhl‘ Ian. "nu alijection

Byl“'.lB[-J\ S. SEGURITAN

(Editor's naie; Mr, Seguritau. an
attornry. win fucmerly conusel ta the
Jl‘hlhmum Medical Agwnciation of
| Aterica. member of the Com
hw:’u H: div ul l.rmlunnn of the

ud

u pasition paper an the FMG
blei in 1977).

requext, After all, the Philippine
government has heen knowp 10
respord favorably o this klnd of -
wed.

| suggest that the mere
of a US citizen vhild or ¢ cmllnm
residence in the US for at least
veam plus an established medical |
practice shonkt he alded 197
s uf acveptable pearons.
INS' mirrpr«-pu on'e e
o recent conversation with an
officer of the Central Office of
Imnigration amd Natoralization
Serviee, Washington D.C., |
learned that proposed regulations
ou the implementation of PL 97
116 ax they sefer to alien.
I"'V"""“"‘ will be soon puablixhed
in-the Federal Register. One of the

! regedations will alfirm aw item in

Eaw INS memo 1o its District

‘"{I('l'l\, dated Jan. 28, 1982,

[ satements" do nol Euarintee
waiver amd it is the USICA ll.lél
makes the final recommendati
to the INS. &

The problem ix that na all"#
physicians who request a “po’%

objection slatement™ ure
sueccessful, There must e a <irmng
reason, like  hardship for the:
|n|n-u|an w chilil,  whe i

umdergoing medical treatment in o f

wlln- U.S. (nat ondinary sickness), or
‘urgent need of his community for
hix imedical serviees, :

1o may be a good idea 1o request,
“lu- Philippine government 1

abjection statement” in | v
liberal attitunde of the U'S'
Congress, the INS and the USI(.A
A similar request was madé’
several vears awo 1o Foreign

Minister Carlos P. Romulo by D5
JRuln-r(n Cunanan, then pn-nl;-nl =4

jof  the  Philippi
Am- iation of  America, There
should be a fallow Ay o thim

i definition - was apparéntly - tiken
. from’ Section 101 {a)13) ﬂn

ctually entered the United Slalc-s

. before Jan, 10, 1978 ax H oor]

yon n ll’ll"r—{llh

Umlcd Slales as loum!a.

; falbd to consider the logie hehin

_, Where I disagreed.

i [ uhmld lw reealled ﬂul unr ul

e pl
ponmlu

' Immigration and Nationality Acl.
I asked the same offices:

I reason for the strict intexpretation;

andlwaaloldlhnllhe' dici

I' argued ; ihat * this mmmn‘
the Jaw. What he wae acuully‘

~sdymg was that “if. the alien’

physician ewntered lhe  United
States as a lourist," I)ul
changed his visa 10 H:
nonimmigrant, nmd phymclnn .
would not be qualified, Thu was

] dld not dispute the copte tig
 that 'the law should apply ‘oily
" those who came here for mdun
mcdwal education or training (the.
of & ) or H nonimmi
pumdm graduate). But didn
“alien who entered as a-fourist bu! ,
changed. -10,-H or ) :viss :
aceomplish - the same . -puirpgne?
Ihmk lhal the - intent of ;

: 14
medical license. “To " ﬂlsungumh‘,
between thmc whe phynlcally bt

£ of Seciion 212 (a¥32)

Committee of lbc United s,.u

Congress war : consmlted: ! Het:

emphasued that the . law . . was

very lpeclhc in referring
or J- nonimmigrants,*

the lmmlgnmon and N;uonalit} !
“Act. This ps the
 amendment of PL W‘w

declared ' foreign- “medic
gllduagen wbo “bave .ot pqceﬁ








