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This lawyer has a
message: know thy
rights; and a mission:

assert and protect them.

The struggle goes on §

By ANGIE CRUZ

T was in 1972 that I first met
I Reuben Seguritan, a “bagong

salta” who got trapped in
New York when martial law was
suddenly declared in the
Philippines. He had just siarted
his law practice back home, and
he had no aspirations to live and
work in the U.S. He happened to
be here because he was a
resource speaker in an interna-
tional youth seminar sponsored
by an American ecumenical group.
Reuben knew it was not safe for
him to go home at that time, his
name having been included in
the first black list made public
after the Plaza Miranda bomb-
ings. As a radical student activist
at the U.P. only a few years back,
Reuben was among those who
initiated rallies and demonstra-
tions, and successfully convened

drain.” The Philippines’ loss
became America’s gain. An
“exile” of a repressive regime,
he has evolved to be one of the
strongest pillars of the Filipino-
American community. Since his
admission to the New York Bar
in 1974, Reuben has been cho-

1.

ties, particularly those directed
towards political empowerment.
He joined the pioneers among
us, led by Tim Magistrado, in
our efforts to be counted as
Democrats in national and local
elections. I can still remember
our excitement when we became

a national conference on student
power in Diliman. Hence, he had
no choice but to stay here while
times- were precarious in._ his
native land. :
Reuben’s  stay got extended
time .and again. Pretty soon he-
was part of the “Philippine brain

sent-legal counsel by an.impres-
sive number of community orga-
nizations., Among “ the first. of
these was the Philippine Americans
for - Community” Action  and
Development- which’ ~we' co-
founded. Reuben ‘was “involved
with’ most of ‘PACAD’s activi-

the first Filipino-Americans - to
be invited to the White House by
then Presidént Jimmy. Carter, to
discuss possible amendments to
the. immigration law, and the
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immigrants on the
importance of political empow-
erment and his advocacy efforts
on their behalf, earned him the
Presidential Award for Filipinos
and Private Organizations Overseas

Filipino

amnesty to be granted to illegal

aliens.

Reuben’s efforts to educate
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in 1993, in addition to other
awards he has garnered through
the years. The tools he used to
achieve his mission were his
speaking and writing skills which
have already been exceptional



- to various. Flhpmo newspapers:
- and magaziries, including Ningas-|.
< Cogon,: Philippine . Times" and.
‘others: He ‘was.a. colummst fori"
‘The Flllpmo Reporter for many|:
years. The ulmmatlon of ally

dunng hlS college days He gave

ch and i every
w1th at least &

din | f‘exc1ted and hope:

* The problems ~Reuben men-
~t10ned among the domesths andfi
6~ the ‘mail-order brides -became -
- -very real 10 us’ because he -pre-; .
sented them as: deplorable stories,
-of real people with' real ‘names..
i Inlike. manner, mstead of mere- "
) '_ 1y ponnﬁcatmg about the qua11-§-

‘ agamst veterans
ors were .clearl wntten They!"
showcased his.“ability . to write

We Didn’t Pass Through The .

Golden Door: The. Flllpmo-'
VAmerlcan Expenence 18 ‘4 SUC
he ! cessful attempt to fchromcle th

: S ‘the . 20th. Century by presenting :
: zhﬁc wrlter, he: subrmtted art1cles

colorful vignettes:of real people .

.- +about legal iSsues’: w1thout the.
dreaded legalese.: Had he.includ-
-ed the pertinent dates’ ‘and refer-
ences, each of the chaﬁpi, S C ‘,, |

years. Very touching ‘are ‘his|

accounts . of  the -old-timers. Rathe

than: -excerpting . from ‘history .
-books and soc1olog1cal treatises
‘Reuben, wrote “about his - first-+
4" hand knowledge ‘of and persona
- experiences w1th7them, :since
‘,j:number of his " relatives ‘were'
- among the * manongs’ Of ‘nos-| “have’ s
'talglc mterest to me “are the 1

‘Reuben has  met “through thev:exposmg the problemsr, and fra-

vails of F111p1no 1mmlgrants

also partly to blamef i the neg-
image they prolect -At-one
I another Iam ‘SUIC we all

2 same frustratlons whlle on

of their young compatnots

"‘of the efforts il

Madnd) Pethaps we

the book Reuben;‘ Captures a
ommon sentiment among Filipino-
VfAmencans the . deeply rooted
desire to go back home no matter
successful they may have
become in the U.S: Many of us’

‘::who came here-on the third or
urth wave. of Fxhpmo immigra-

. tion, still think that the Philippines

the ,‘«place to ret1re Reuben

ST truly
'Reuben s book; as a- socmloglst.
who is fascmated by the Flhpmo-
Amencan experience, as a mem-

‘bér of the Filipi ‘j;Amerlcan

community who' has’ witnessed
* ~most .of what he wrote about, as

" a friend who has been with him

.in.the stmggle My question to
Reuben”is, “When- is the next
, volume commg out"”






